
Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 
One Georgia Center  
600 West Peachtree NW  
Atlanta, GA 30308 

 (404) 631-1990 Main Office 
 
 
 January 23, 2023  
 

Dr. Randall Peters, Chairman 
City of Griffin 
100 South Hill St. 
Griffin, Georgia 30223 
 
RE: Griffin-Spalding County Airport (6A2) - Airport Layout Plan Conditional Approval 
 
Dr. Peters, 

 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), through its State Block Grant Program agreement (SBGP) with the 
Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), conditionally approves the Airport Layout Plan (ALP) for the 
Griffin-Spalding County Airport (6A2). This approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 
• The FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, section 163(d) has limited the FAA/GDOT approval authority 

for ALPs. This Act limits the approval authority to those portions of the ALP that materially impact 
the safe and efficient and efficient operation of aircraft at, to, or from the airport; adversely affect 
the safety of people or property on the ground adjacent to the airport as a result of aircraft 
operations; or adversely affect the value of prior Federal investments to a significant extent. 

 
Approval of this ALP is limited to existing facilities that meet the criteria listed above. FAA/GDOT has 
not made a determination on whether it retains review and approval authority for any proposed 
facilities depicted on the ALP. Under Title 49 U.S.C. § 47107 (a)(16) (as revised per section 163(d) of 
Pub.L. 115-254), FAA/GDOT will separately determine whether it retains approval authority for each 
individual proposed facility depicted on an ALP before construction occurs. 
 
Although section 163(d) has limited the review and approval authority of proposed projects depicted 
on an ALP, airport sponsors must continue to maintain an up-to-date ALP in accordance with Federal 
law 49 U.S.C. § 47107 (a)(16). 
 

• Environmental approval is required from GDOT and/or FAA prior to the implementation of any 
proposed airport development project where the FAA/GDOT retains ALP approval authority; 

 
• Facilities and equipment are designed and constructed in accordance with current FAA Advisory 

Circulars and Orders and coordinated with FAA Tech Ops; 
 
• FAA Form 7460-1, Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration, must be filed with the FAA online at 

https://oeaaa.faa.gov/ at least 45 days prior to the start of any airport construction in order to 
receive an airspace determination per 14 CFR Part 77.9, and the recommendations of the 
determination are implemented; However, the Department recommends filing at least 90 days prior 
ensure a determination is made before the scheduled start of a project; 
 

• The forecast approved for this ALP was based on information prepared prior to the evolving impacts 
of the COVID-19 public health emergency. Forecast approval was based on the methodology, data, 
and conclusions at the time the documents were prepared. However, consideration of the impacts of 
the COVID-19 public health emergency on aviation activity is warranted to acknowledge the reduced 

https://oeaaa.faa.gov/
https://oeaaa.faa.gov/
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confidence in growth projections using currently available data. Accordingly, approval of the forecast 
and critical aircraft and conditional approval of the ALP does not constitute justification for future 
projects. Justification for future projects will be made based on activity levels at the time the project 
is requested for development. Documentation of actual activity levels meeting planning activity 
levels will be necessary to justify Airport Improvement Program (AIP) funding for eligible projects; 
and 

 
• It is the sponsor’s responsibility to update the drawings as a result of any changes different than 

what is depicted on the approved set. The updated drawings will need to be submitted and formally 
approved by the Department. 

 
Our conditional approval of the Griffin-Spalding County Airport ALP indicates the proposed airport 
development shown on the plan meets current FAA airport design standards, as documented in FAA Advisory 
Circular (AC) 150/5300-13A, Airport Design. It is important to note our approval does not represent a 
commitment to provide federal or state financial assistance in implementing any facilities shown on the plan 
and does not imply we concur with justification for construction of any proposed airport development at this 
time.   
 
Please attach this letter to the ALP and retain in the airport’s official files. As always, we look forward to 
working with the City of Griffin in the continued development of the Airport. If you have any questions, 
please contact Cody Dupre, Aviation Planner, at 404-631-1343 or cdupre@dot.ga.gov.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Leigh Ann Trainer, Assistant Director  
Division of Intermodal 
  
 
cc:  Robert Mohl, Airport Director 
       Douglas Hollberg, Mayor 
       Greg Teague, Croy  
       Rebecca Collins, Croy 
       Colette Edmisten, Assistant Program Manager 
       Cody Dupre, GDOT Aviation Planner 
       Lew Walker, GDOT Aviation Project Manager 
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